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USDA Biomass Activity Briefing 

 • USDA Renewable Energy Website 

• Farm to Fly Aviation Biofuel Release 

• Presidential Memorandum on Biobased and 

Sustainable Product Procurement 

• Update on Biorefinery Assistance Program, 

Rural Energy for America Program (REAP), 

Biomass Crop Assistance Program 

• Questions and Discussion 



USDA Renewable Energy Website 

 



Renewable Energy Website Investment Map 

• More than 14,000 

energy projects shown 

from across USDA 

Mission Areas 

• Sort by state/county/district with 

aggregate and project specifics 



Energy Matrix for USDA Funding 

Programs, Publications and Staff Contacts  

 

• Searchable by 

energy category 

and key word 



Renewable Energy Tool and  

Additional Renewable Energy Resources 

• Provides user with socio, 

agro, forestry, economic, and 

renewable energy data, 

information and resources 

• Useful links to other 

federal and state agencies  



 Public-Private Partnership signed in July 2010 by USDA, 

Boeing and Air Transport Association of America 

 Accelerate commercially viable, sustainable, aviation 

biofuel; increase domestic energy security; establish regional 

supply chains and promote rural development  

 Use regional opportunities to evaluate: Sustainable Aviation 

Fuels Northwest, Navy Hawaii Initiative, others 

 Completion of the Feedstock Readiness Level Tool 

 Issued Farm to Fly Aviation Biofuel Report Dec 2011  

Farm to Fly: Sustainable Aviation Biofuel and  

FAA/USDA Memorandum of Understanding 



 

 

 

 

Whole-government Approach to Aviation Biofuel 



Presidential Memorandum on  

Biobased Product Procurement 

 • BioPrefered Program 

• 3,100 companies, 

100,000+ workers, 

25,000 products 

• Goal of doubling 

products/ categories 

• Procurement 

performance goals for 

new contract actions 

 

 



Biorefinery Assistance Program 

 • 7 projects active in the portfolio 

• INEOS, Freemont Community Digester, and 

Sapphire Energy have all closed loans 

• Department continue to work with Enerkem, 

Coskata, Zeachem, and Fiberight applicants 

• Additional projects announcements expected 

• Published notice that we are not accepting 

applications until program reauthorization  

 



Rural Energy for America Program 

 • 43 states used over 75% of allocation for FY11 

• FY11 Project Funding 

– Anaerobic Digesters, nearly $21 million leveraging 

almost $90 million in total project development 

– Biofuels, nearly $1 million grants leveraging over  

$12 million in total project development 

–  Solid Biomass Fuel, nearly $7 million leveraging 

almost $24 million in total project development 

• Funding limited to $25M, 60% reduction 

• March 30 grant deadline, June 30 for loan  

 

 

 

 



Biomass Crop Assistance Program 

 • Nine BCAP project areas in FY 2011 

• More than 850 producer contracts for 

biomass crops on over 50,000 acres  

• Camelina, hybrid poplar, warm season 

grasses and giant miscanthus 

• Funding limited to $17 million available, a 

reduction of 96 percent from funding levels 

available last spring 



Biomass Research and Development Initiative 

 

• Two concurrent technical panels convened at 

NIFA offices January 17-19 and reviewed 45 

proposals submitted in response to the FY11, 

FY12 solicitation is expected soon 

• Carmela Bailey is scheduled to present today 

for a full briefing on the grant program 



Resource Links 

 

• www.usda.gov/energy 

• www.biopreferred.gov 

• http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-

office/2012/02/21/presidential-memorandum-

driving-innovation-and-creating-jobs-rural-

ameri 
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Thank You! 

Questions and Discussion 

 

todd.campbell@osec.usda.gov 


